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SUBJECT: EXIM DEBT ARREARAGE: NIGERIA AIRWAYS 
REF: LAGOS 6921 

1 AT HIS REQUEST WE APPEND LETTER THAT FRANCIS OBI, 

CHAIRMAN OF NIGERIA AIRWAYS, ADDRESSED TO EMBASSY AUGUST 21: 

" I THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER DATED AUGUST 15, 1973 
ON THE EXPORT-IMPORT BANK CREDITS TO NIGERIA AIRWAYS 
FOR PURCHASE OF 1 BOEING 707 AND 2 B737 AIRCRAFT. I 
REGRET THAT THE INSTALMENT AL PAYMENTS NOW DUE ON THE 
ABOVE CREDITS HAVENOT BEEN SETTLED BY EITHER NIGERIA 
AIRWAYS THE BORROWERS OR THE FEDERAL MINISTRY OF FI- 
NANCE WHO GUARANTEED THE CREDITS ON BEHALF OF THE FE- 
DERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT. 

"THE POSITION IS THAT THERE CAN BE NO QUESTION 
OF A DEFAULT IN PAYMENT. THE DELAY IS PURELY ADMINIS- 
TRSKWVE AND THE NECESSARY STEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO 
ENSURE THAT THE PAYMENTS DUE ARE MADE WITHOUT FURTHER 
DELAY AND THAT FUTURE INSTALMENTAL REPAYMENTS WOULD 
NOT BE DELAYED AS THE PRESENT ONES. 
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TENTS OF THIS LETTER TO THE APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES 

IN THE EXPORT-IMPORT BANK WITH OUR APOLOGY FOR THE 
DELAY, DUE TO ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSES, IN MAKING THE 
PAYMENTS NOW DUE." 

2. WE HAVE NOW COVERED THIS SUBJENT WILY NIGERIA AIR- 
WAYS AND WITH MINISTRY OF FINANCE (ALHAJI ABUBAKAR) 

ON MORE 

THAN ONE OCCASION, POINTING OUT INCONVENIENCES 
AND EMBARRASSMENTS THAT WILL FOLLOW FROM CONTINUED 
ARREARAGE. ON EACH OCCASION WHE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT 
STEPS WERE BEING TAKEN TO EFFECT PAYMENT AND THAT DE- 
LAY WAS ONLY ADMINISTRATIVE. 

3. COMMENT: WE WOULD LIKE TO AVOID EMBARRASSMENT 
TO FMG IN THIS MATTER BECAUSE IT WOULD ALSO EMBARRASS 
USG/FMG RELATIONS, AND TO AVOID MUTUAL EMBARRASSMENT, 
WE ARE ANXIOUS TO SEE FMG HUT AN END TO THIS ARREAR- 
AGE. IF PAYMENT NOT EFFECTED IN WEEK OR SO. AS OBI 
SUGGESTED AUGUST 23, PLEASE ADVISE SO THAT WE CAN RE- 
NEW OUR REPRESENTATIONS. 

REINHARDT 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 27 AUG 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973LAGOS06970 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: LAGOS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 973081 4/aaaaajtd. tel 

Line Count: 84 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION XMB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: LAGOS 6921 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: golinofr 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10-Jan-2002 by martinjw>; APPROVED <31 -Jan-2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EXIM DEBT ARREARAGE: NIGERIA AIRWAYS 
TAGS: EFIN, ETRN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




